Company biography for Marianne Payette Carter & Voyager
When Marianne Payette Carter began to perform her original world music in 2004, she soon began
searching for the perfect mix of musicians to give her compositions the right feel. To find musicians who are
both capable of and interested in challenging themselves with the task of creating unique arrangement of
original compositions is difficult, particularly when those compositions are culturally and stylistically diverse.
But, to find them locally seemed almost impossible. In addition, Marianne was looking for the right mix of
personalities to form a cohesive, focused, but fun loving group. Somehow over the course of the following year
she was delighted and honored to welcome Leo Posch, John Thompson, and Derek Sharp into the group. Their
musical creativity, sensitivity, and positive outlook (John’s bad puns aside) give Voyager arrangements the
multi-faceted tonality, rhythmic punch, and polished sound Marianne was looking for.
The first Marianne Payette Carter & Voyager performance was in Junction City in September of 2006.
Since then, the band has continued to expand both its concert repertoire and educational presentations.

Marianne Payette Carter: violin, guitar, and vocal
Marianne Payette Carter’s music is inspired by her world travels
but grounded in her Kansas roots. She believes travel fosters a
cultural triangulation that creates a much needed understanding of
self and world. Raised in Wichita, KS, her interest in both music
and travel began early and was encouraged by her parents. Later,
while living in Australia, she began to send musical “letters”
home to friends and family translating her impressions and
experiences there into song. Now, many years and travels later, creating and sharing her musical travel logs
continues to be her passion. Her latest travels have taken her to northern Montana, central Mexico, and the
West African country of Mali. Marianne also tours her solo shows, presents World Music, American Folk
Music, and Songwriting workshops, and teaches guitar, voice, and violin at Prairie Music, her studio in
Lawrence, KS.

John Thompson: accordion and vocal
John began playing the accordion at the age of eight at the Marsh
Accordion Studio in Topeka, KS back in the '60's. He has always enjoyed
the diversity of styles in the accordion repertoire, and finds his broad
scope of musical interests very useful in playing with Voyager. John
studied tuba at the University of Kansas in the late '70's, and later received
a degree in Culinary Arts from Johnson County Community College. Over
the years he has taught accordion and played in a variety of bands with
styles ranging from Salsa to Swing. In his non-musical life John is a Certified Chef de Cuisine at Maceli's
Catering in Lawrence, KS.

Leo Posch: banjo, mandolin, resonator guitar, and guitar
Leo’s Grandpa’s both played music for dances, barn raisings,
and other social functions down in the Fredonia, Kansas area
from the 1920s to the 1960s. Now, Leo continues that family
tradition on stage by playing banjo, guitars and mandolin, but
the musical styles he has chosen to play are a bit more eclectic.
Leo is seldom far from an instrument. Having gained a
reputation as one of the best repairmen and builders of stringed
instruments in the country, he splits his time between Voyager travels and his home shop the "Versatile
Workbench" where he builds "Wildflower Custom Instruments". The guitar and mandolin that Leo plays on
stage are instruments he made. The banjo, originally a 1930s era Gibson tenor banjo, has a new 5-string neck he
made for it a few years ago. The National resonator guitar is also from the 30s.

Derek Sharp: world percussion and vocal
Derek holds a B.A. in music with emphasis in percussion
from Washburn University. He has taught percussion
privately for 21 years and likes chocolate ice cream with
strawberries and almonds. He is often invited by music
educators to be a guest lecturer on world music, ethnic
percussion, and ethnomusicology. His love of teaching
world percussion has sparked performances and hand drum
workshops at various schools, universities, and community centers through which he has organized drum circles
for youth clubs, private functions, and at-risk youth camps. Derek is the owner of Supersonic Music, a retail
drum and guitar store with locations in Topeka, KS and Lawrence, KS and he also builds and markets his own
“TreeHouse” brand custom drums.
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Marianne Payette Carter & Voyager

Travel the world with Voyager, a fresh and original voice in World Music. Midwest roots and travels
to Bali, Morocco, Ireland, Jamaica, Mali, and India give Marianne Payette Carter’s music a unique
perspective and a rockin’ world beat. In league with a coterie of fine musicians, (dynamic
accordionist John Thompson, inspired banjo and slide guitar artist Leo Posch, and expressive world
percussionist Derek Sharp) Marianne Payette Carter weaves perceptive lyrics and artful melodies
with global rhythms and textures to form an uncharted cultural fusion that finds the common
ground in us all.
Sometimes quirky, always eclectic, Voyager is adventurous, eloquent, and just plain fun.

Marianne Payette Carter & Voyager will be appearing at:

For more information contact:
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Words of Praise for Voyager
“Last year we presented the group Voyager in Salina Schools. I was pleased to
learn Voyager’s school programs have such substance, both instrumentally and historically.
What a great thing for students to take a musical trip around the
globe- culturally and musically”.
Sharon Benson Arts Education Coordinator Salina Arts and Humanities Salina, KS

“Voyager brought the Missouri State Capitol Steps alive with songs from around the world at our
Cultural Concert Series. No matter where they perform the audience
will have a wonderful musical experience.

The best way to describe Voyager is Extremely Talented !”
-Taryn Prewitt Special Events Coordinator

Missouri River Regional Library Jefferson City, MO

“The musical group Voyager performed at Topeka West High School in March of
2008. The versatile group focused on Brazilian music, but their broad talents were
evidenced beyond this limited topic. The group plays an array of instruments
including banjo, guitar, accordion, mandolin, slide guitar, violin, and a variety of
percussion instruments. Their musicianship also carries over to the group's vocals.
Voyager is truly impressive in their originality and showmanship. Underlying this
broad musical ability is the enjoyment and passion each member of the group
so obviously has for his/her work.”
--Diane Goheen Topeka West High School Topeka, KS

“Their musicianship was of the highest professional caliber and their creative fusion of
styles from around the world was great fun for all! We look forward to having them
perform again soon at Signs of Life.”
Clay Belcher, owner Signs of Life Café Lawrence, KS

“Your music is delicious!!.....best concert in a long time and I usher at the Lied Center!”
Marilyn Roy music enthusiast Lawrence. KS

